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PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICES

The Mission of PDS is to 
oversee land use planning 

and design services in 
directing economic growth 

and physical development in 
a manner as to ensure the 
prosperity, health, safety, 

and general welfare of the 
community.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Vision Statement:

In 2040, Louisville Metro is a vibrant and diverse community that 
is connected, healthy, authentic, sustainable and equitable, with 
compassionate citizens and memorable places among its 
greatest assets and where all people are able to achieve their 
full potential.

Effective Date:

January 1, 2019
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ZONING - MAP & TEXT



SMALL CITIES WITH 
ZONING AUTHORITY
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PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICES

• Maintaining Louisville’s Comprehensive Plan
• Administering Zoning Codes for 13 Legislative Bodies 
• Zoning, Subdivision & Site Plan Review
• Historic Preservation & Urban Design Review
• Customer Service
• Zoning Enforcement
• Transportation Planning

BOZA
PLANNING 
RESOURCES

TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING URBAN DESIGN ZONING

ZONING 
ENFORCEMENT
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BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES
Historic Landmarks & 
Preservation Districts 

Commission

(13 members)

Butchertown 
Architectural Review 

Committee

(7 members)

Cherokee Triangle 
Architectural Review 

Committee

(7 members)

Clifton Architectural 
Review Committee

(7 members)

Limerick Architectural 
Review Committee

(7 members)

Old Louisville 
Architectural Review 

Committee

(7 members)

Parkland Architectural 
Review Committee

(7 members)

West Main 
Architectural Review 

Committee

(7 members)

Individual Landmarks 
Architectural Review 

Committee

(7 members)

Planning Commission

(10 members)

Land Development & 
Transportation Committee

(5 Planning 
Commissioners)

Development Review 
Committee

(5 Planning 
Commissioners)

Planning Committee

(7 members)

Downtown 
Development Review 

Overlay District

(11 members)

NuLu Review Overlay 
District

(9 members)

Bardstown Road / Baxter 
Avenue Review Overlay 

District

(8 members)

Policies & Procedures 
Committee

(5 members)

Board of Zoning 
Adjustment

(7 members)
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2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• In-Person/Virtual Hybrid meetings started in May.  This has benefited members of the 
community who are unable to make it downtown or are only interested in observing 
meetings, as well as out-of-town members of applicant parties.  There have been over 
1,000 people who have logged into virtual meetings.

• PDS staff worked with members from the American 
Planning Association’s Ohio and Indiana Chapters to host 
the 2022 OKI Regional Planning Conference in 
Louisville. Over 400 planning professionals and local 
officials attended the three-day affair, which was held in 
Louisville for the first time since 2008.
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2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• A Land Development Code amendment to reinstitute 
regulations to permit childcare facilities in R-4 and R-5 
zoned areas with a conditional use permit were 
approved. Other LDC amendments include the 
passage of regulations to allow establishments to 
create Outdoor Dining spaces and Heavy Truck parking 
regulations.
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2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• PDS earned an AARP Challenge Grant to help create materials designed to educate the public 

about Accessory Dwelling Units and how they can go about establishing units like this on their 
properties.

• PDS collaborated with Lexington-
Fayette Urban County Government 
Division of Planning to conduct the 
2022 ADU Conference in February 
2022.

• https://youtu.be/NDMwd0MPztM

• https://louisvilleky.gov/
government/planning-design/
accessory-dwelling-units-adu
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2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• PDS staff took the zoning show on the road, 
conducting “Neighborhood Office Hours” at 
locations around the community. These sessions 
allowed residents to speak with planners about 
topics that they felt were important, and gave 
PDS staff an opportunity to discuss Middle 
Housing Initiatives with citizens. This included 
our “Middle Housing Workshop,” where citizens 
were encouraged to engage with one another to 
create their ideal neighborhood using LEGO bricks 
representing various types of housing and uses.
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2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• National Trust for Historic Preservation awarded historic Quinn 
Chapel AME Church a $150,000 grant for electrical services.

• National Alliance of Preservation Commissions awarded 
Metro’s Landmarks Commission with an award for the survey 
work conducted on buildings in the Beechmont Neighborhood 
and City of Lynnview.

• As part of its Underrepresented Community Grants program, 
the National Parks Service awarded Louisville Metro a $30,000 
grant to go towards the completion of a survey and National 
Register nomination for the James Taylor-Jacob School 
Subdivision.
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APPLICATION TYPE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS

Administrative
(Zoning Certifications, STR Registrations, Signs, etc.)

2,428 (2,374)

BOZA
(Variances, CUPs, etc.)

648 (490)

Site Plan
(Dev Plans, Waivers, etc.)

723 (607)

Subdivision
(Minor Plats, Record Plats, etc.)

252 (274)

Urban Design
(Certificates of Appropriateness, Designations, etc.)

331 (305)

Zoning
(Zonings and Streets)

200 (196)

TOTAL 4,682 (4,246)
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WHAT’S UP?

CUP Pre-Apps – 267 (up 88 percent from 2021)

Formal CUPs – 144 (up 58.2 percent)

Waivers – 248 (up 49.4 percent)

Category 2Bs – 60 (up 42.8 percent)

Zoning Pre-Apps – 105 (up 16.7 percent)

Certificates of Appropriateness – 291 (up 7 percent)



Louisville Metro Planning & Design 2022 Annual Report

1,814 2,040 2,243 2,295 2,311

2,878 2,804
2,405

2,859
3,183

531

608 693

573

600

595

880

730

787

904

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

4,500

5,000

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Total Applications: 2013 to 2022

Applications Received Signs STRs

4,377

3,508

4,246

4,682

3,486

2,842



Louisville Metro Planning & Design 2022 Annual Report
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Planning Commission (30 meetings)
• 3 hours 32 minutes (Overall)
• 3 hours 54 minutes (5 Night Hearings)

LD&T (20 meetings): 2 hours 37 minutes

DRC (23 meetings): 2 hours 4 minutes

Other PC Committees (6 meetings)

BOZA (30 meetings): 3 hours 55 minutes

Landmarks Commission (8 meetings)
• 1 hours 36 minutes

ARC (32 meetings)

Overlay Committees (7 meetings)
• 1 hour 16 minutes

Average Meeting Times and Number of Meetings

Louisville Metro Planning & Design 2022 Annual Report

156
Total Hearings

In 2022
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Zoning Enforcement

In 2022, the Zoning Enforcement Team was expanded 
following the provision of additional funding by Metro 
Council.

Total Cases Opened in 2022: 1,597

Total Inspections in 2022: 4,522

Total Notices of Violations 2022: 737

Total Citations Issued in 2022: 478

Total Fines Issued in 2022: $106,250

Total Fines Collected in 2022: $43,725

2022
4 Officers

3 Office Team Members
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PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE

20 meetings in 2022, with a total of 81 items placed on the agendas

• 47 Zoning cases

• 9 Revised Detailed Development Plans

• 8 Street Closure requests

• 4 Land Development Code amendments

(ex. 21-LDC-0013 regarding Child Care regulations)

• 1 Areawide/Neighborhood Plan

(ex. 21-AREA-0001 Butchertown-Phoenix Hill-NuLu Neighborhood Plan)

• 7 Resolutions

• 5 Ordinances
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ON THE HORIZON FOR 2023

• Zoning Reform/LDC Amendments

• Missing Middle Housing

• Capacity Standards

• Comprehensive Plan Review

• Streamlining Development Review Process

• Building Permit Reviews

• Historic Preservation Guidelines
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ON THE HORIZON FOR 2023

Zoning Matters: Conversations with a City Planner
(3:00 – 7:00 PM)

March 14 – Southwest

March 28 – Crescent Hill

April 11 – Portland

April 25 – Northeast

May 9 – Western

May 23 – Fairdale

June 13 – Main 

July 27 – Iroquois

August 8 – Bon Air

August 22 - Newburg
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PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICES

Office Location:

Metro Development Center

444 S. Fifth Street, 3rd Floor

Website:

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/ 
planning-design

Meeting Locations:

Old Jail Auditorium

514 W. Liberty Street
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QUESTIONS?







ZONING MAP AMENDMENT PROCEDURES 
Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services 

444 South 5   Street • Louisville, KY 40202 th 

(502) 574-6230 
www.louisvilleky.gov/planningdesign 

DAY 1 Pre-Application Submitted $ 

DAY 17 Agency comments sent to applicant 

DAY 27 Neighborhood Meeting held 

DAY 44 Agency comments sent to applicant 

DAY 59 LD&T Meeting held 

DAY 78 Public Hearing held 

DAY 92 Public Hearing Minutes approved 

DAY 112 Decision approved by Legislative Body 

Legislative approval is outside of the department’s process 

See applicable Legislative Body for details of its 
process 

Minutes of the meeting approved at the 
following Planning Commission hearing 
Approved minutes transmitted to 
appropriate Legislative Body 

Planning Commission held on 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
the month 
Notices required: 14-day notice to 1st and 2nd tier 
adjoining property owners; signs posted on site; 
newspaper legal ad to be paid by applicant ($) 

LD&T held on 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month 
14-day notice required to 1st and 2nd tier adjoining 
property owners 

Informative meeting held by applicant 

Comments should be finalized 17 days after the 
deadline (Wednesdays) and can be accessed online  

Deadlines are Mondays at 2:00 p.m. 
Fee due 
Optional Pre-App Meeting (encouraged for 
new applicants) 
Send early notification 

 

All agency comments must be 
addressed to proceed to the public 
hearing process 
If necessary, all resubmittals are 
subject to the Monday deadline at 2:00 
p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 28 Formal Application submitted $ 
• Deadlines are Mondays at 2:00 p.m. 
• Fees due for initial application 
• Application materials can be found 

online at the PDS website 

 

 

Note: Days represent the minimum amount of time to complete the process. Various factors often increase the 
amount of time it takes to receive a zoning map amendment. 

Requests for Zoning Map Amendments are public record and available for review. For details regarding a specific 
application contact the case manager. 

$ Fees due 

Public Meeting 
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http://www.louisvilleky.gov/planningdesign


DEVELOP

LOUISVILLE
LOUISVILLE FORWARD

PROCESS AND EDUCATION
Land Development Code

Office of Planning and 
Design Services



Zoning is a method in which each parcel of land 

within a city is designated a ‘zone’ which 

determines what the land can be used for, as well 

as ensure compatibility with surrounding parcels.

What is Zoning?



What are Zoning Districts?

Any area within Jefferson County delineated on the 

Zoning District Map to which a set of regulations 

governing permitted land use, density and intensity 

of development applies.



WHAT IS THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE?

It’s a set of land use and design rules that regulates 
development and what can be done on private 
property.



Two Tiered Zoning

• 1st tier - Zoning districts

• 2nd tier - Form districts

• “An area with distinct boundaries, 

delineated on the Zoning District Map 

to which a set of regulations governing 

the pattern and form of development 

and redevelopment applies.”



• Residential

• Single Family Residential Districts

• Multi-family Residential Districts

• Office-Residential Districts

• Non-Residential

• Commercial Districts

• Manufacturing Districts

• Multipurpose Districts:

Zoning Districts









Plan 2040

• Recommended the 

creation of two new form 

districts:

• Urban Center Neighborhood

• Conservation Neighborhood



Street Design and Access Standards

• Access management

• Street design and 

naming

• Transit

• Traffic and air quality 

assessment



Landscaping and Tree Canopy

• Landscape design

• Tree canopy 

requirements

• Parkways and scenic 

corridors

• Streetscape master 

plans



• Subdivision regulations

• Sign regulations

• Parking regulations

• Procedures

Other Standards



Questions



DEVELOP

LOUISVILLE
LOUISVILLE FORWARD

PROCESS AND EDUCATION
Development Process

Office of Planning and 
Design Services



BOZA
• Board of Zoning Adjustment (BOZA) hears the 

following cases:

• Conditional Use Permits (CUP)

• Short Term Rentals

• Outdoor Alcohol Sales and consumption

• Daycares

• Variances

• Fence height

• Building Height

• Buildings in setbacks



CUP Process

Pre-
Application 
Submittal

• Agency Review

• Neighborhood 
Meeting

Formal 
Application

• Agency 
Review

BOZA Public 
Hearing

• Final 
Action



Variance Process

Application 
Submittal

• Agency 
Review

BOZA Public 
Hearing

• Final Action



Planning Commission
• Committees of the Planning 

Commission

• Development Review Committee 

(DRC)

• Land Development and Transportation 

(LD&T)

• Types of cases the Planning 

Commission hears:

• Zoning Change

• Development Plans 

• Subdivisions



Zoning Process

Pre-Application 
Submittal

• Agency Review

• Neighborhood Meeting

Formal 
Submittal

• Agency Review

Land 
Development & 
Transportation 

Committee 
(LD&T)

• Application Ready for Public Hearing

• Schedules Planning Commission Date

Planning 
Commission 

• Recommendation to Legislative Body

Legislative 
Body

• Final Action



Development Plan/Subdivision Process

Application Submittal • Agency 
Review

Land Development 
and Transportation 

(LD&T) or 
Development Review 

Committee (DRC)

• Final Action



Legislative Review of Development Plans

Initiated by:

Metro Council

Resolution 45 
days 

of PC Action

Resolution to: 

Applicant

Property Owner

Planning 
Commission

Interested Party
15 Days of PC 

Action
Notice

Metro Council 
sends letter to:

Planning 
Commission

Speakers at 
Public Hearing

1st and 2nd Tier 
APOs

Registered 
Groups

Current 
Residents

Metro Council 
Public Hearing

Follow 
established 
legislative 

procedures

Metro Council 
does NOT hold 

public hearing

Metro Council 
takes action

by relying on 
the Planning 
Commission 

record



Ministerial vs. Discretionary 

• Ministerial:

• Category 3 

Development 

Plans

• Preliminary 

Subdivisions

• Discretionary:

• Changes in 

Zoning

• Development 

Plans

• Waivers



How Citizens Get Involved

• Attend neighborhood meetings

• Sign up for neighborhood 

notifications for your council 

district

• Use resources to educate yourself 

and community

• Contact case manager

• Attend public meetings



Pre-
Application

Formal 
Application

Public 
Hearing

Attend 

Neighborhood 

Meeting

Attend LD&T 

and Planning 

Commission

Citizen Involvement Timeline



Noticing
• Notices  Sent by Email and 

USPS

• Prior to Neighborhood Meeting

• Prior to LD&T

• Prior to PC

• Notices sent to:

• 1st and 2nd tier APO & current 

residents

• Gov Delivery Recipients

• PDS Staff

• Sign Posted (KRS 100)

• Prior to PC

• Legal Ad (KRS 100)

• Prior to PC



Postcard Notice



Neighborhood Notification

• https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/new

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/new


Weekly Activity Report

https://aca-prod.accela.com/LJCMG/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Planning&TabName=Planning&capID1=22CAP&capID2=00000&capID3=01NVP&agencyCode=LJCMG&IsToShowInspection=


Accela Information Portal

• https://aca-louisville.accela.com/ljcmg/



Legistar

• https://louisville.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

https://louisville.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx


Planning and Design

• https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-

design

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design


User Guide

• https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design/user-guides

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design/user-guides


LOJIC

• www.lojic.org

http://www.lojic.org/


Questions???



 

INTERESTED IN DEVELOPMENT 
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? 

SUBSCRIBE 
HERE! 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accou
nts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/new 

 

SIGNING UP IS EASY!  

1. Go to the following website: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/acc
ounts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/
new 

2. Enter your email and click on 
“submit” 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Scroll down until you get to “Metro 
Council” 

4. Find your Council District 
5. Click on the + sign 

6. Select Notification of Development 
Proposals 

7. Click on “Submit” 
 

You are now signed up to 
receive development 
notifications! 
 

  

WANT MORE 
INFORMATION? 

Another option is to sign up for Planning and 
Design’s Weekly Agenda. The agenda gives 
information regarding all NEW submittals in all 
Metro Council districts made to Planning and 
Design Services 

To sign up for the Weekly Agenda:  
1. Scroll down from the Council 

Districts to “Planning and Design” 
2. Click on the + sign 
3. Select “PDS Agendas” 
4. Click on “Submit” 

 

                           
 QUESTIONS? Contact 

Planning and Design at 
(502 574-6230 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/_u83CZ6GvjsQzW0GSPz5W-?domain=public.govdelivery.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/_u83CZ6GvjsQzW0GSPz5W-?domain=public.govdelivery.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/_u83CZ6GvjsQzW0GSPz5W-?domain=public.govdelivery.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/_u83CZ6GvjsQzW0GSPz5W-?domain=public.govdelivery.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/_u83CZ6GvjsQzW0GSPz5W-?domain=public.govdelivery.com
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